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channels. This may be useful in teleconferencing applications with a plurality of participants (endpoints) or broadcast 
server applications. The first endpoint activates a multicast communication channel having a first multicast address and 
commences broadcast of the data over the multicast communication channel. The first endpoint transmits a request 
message to each of the plurality of second endpoints in order to query each of the second endpoints whether they can 
receive transmissions broadcast to the first multicast address. Certain of the plurality of second endpoints transmit an 
acknowledgment message if they can receive transmissions broadcast to the first multicast address, and the first 
endpoint receives the acknowledgment message. Then, for each acknowledgment message received from certain of the 
plurality of second endpoints, the first endpoint deactivates the point-to-point communication channel and the certain of 
the plurality of second endpoints. 
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